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Industry leads a European
Technology Platform for Global Animal Health

An initiative to develop and deliver toolsto control animal disease

Brussels, Belgium, 20 December 2004: A high levd group of stakeholders in the animd
hedth sector lead by industry hes decided to establish a European Technology Plaform for
Globd Animd Hedth. The group comprises representatives from the anima hedth
indudry, smdl biotechnology enterprises, research inditutions, regulatory authorities a the
European level and the financid world.

The am of the Patform is to fadlitate and accderate the development and didribution of
the mog effective tools to control anima diseases of mgor importance to Europe and the
rex of the world. This shdl benefit anima hedth and wefare, food safety, human hedth

and market access.

Outbresks of mgor anima diseases can have devadating impact. Effective tools, such as
vaccines and improved diagnodic tedts, are vitd to control mgor anima disseses of socid
and economic dgnificance. Vaccnes are potentidly one of the most codt  effective
measures to prevent and control infectious anima dissese. It is necessty to develop
improved diagnodic teds to enable early diagnoss and detection of outbresks, and to

denondrate the effectiveness of control programmes.

The Paform was launched in Brussls on 16 December 2004 a the Internationa
Conference on the Materid and Immateria Costs of Anima Disease Control, a conference
oganissd by the Europeen Commisson. During the conference Susanne Zénker,
Managing Director IFAH-Europe, sressed: 'The challenge of delivering new or improved
vaccines and diagnostic testsis a high-risk business.
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Europe currently has a relatively good scientific research base to ke advantage of
genomics and technologies. However, the trandation of scientific discoveries into

authorised vaccines and tests needs to be significantly improved.'

Condraints on the trander from breskthrough to the deployment of new and improved
vacanes and tests for the mgor animad diseases are found in research, manufacture, and
production and particularly in the regulatory framework. She added that '...there is a need
for a coordinated, transparent and multidisciplinary effort in research and development,
encompassing basic sciences, emerging technologies, product development, production
and distribution within a competitive and innovative environment.'

The Patform will bring together dl the dakeholders who ae intereted in and can
contribute to the control of mgor anima diseases a naiond, EU and internationd leve.
After identifying drategic priorities, they will devdop a ressarch agenda and an
implementation plan. The fird working meeting, to which dl dakeholders will be invited,
is scheduled to take place in the spring of 2005.

In conduson, Susanne Zé&nker emphessed: 'The European Technology Platform for
Global Animal Health will help to speed up the delivery of animal health products by
overcoming the problems identified throughout the whole supply chain.’

Ends

Notesto Editors:

IFAH-Europe is the representative body of manufacturers of veterinary medicines, vaccines and
other animal hedlth products in Europe.

For further information on IFAH-Europe, please visit http://www.ifahsec.org/Europe
A European Commission pressrelease is also available here.

For further information on the issue covered by this Press Release, please contact Diane Chevreux,
Communications Advisor

IFAH-Europe

Rue Defacgz, 1

B-1000 Brussels

Td.: +32(0) 254367

Fax: +32 (0) 2537 0049

E-mail: d.chevreux@ifahsec.org
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